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Abstract— The production of scepters in ancient Egypt is
investigated as a step in the study of the evolution of mechanical
engineering in ancient Egypt. The paper presents the different
types of scepters used by the ancient Egyptians during the Old
Kingdom, Middle Kingdom, New Kingdom and Late Period
and how they used such scepters. The present location of the
scepters and their evidences are assigned if known.
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l. INTRODUCTION

The ancient Egyptians used different designs of staff
manufactured from various materials. The used them to
indicate royalty, nobility and high status. Besides staff was
used in the ancient Egyptian society by normal people doing
low-level works or just as a social tradition as will be
dedicated throughout the paper.

Tassie (2008) in her Ph. D. Thesis presented a carved
wooden image for Hesire, a High Official from Sakkara
during the Second Intermediate Period shown holding a
sceptre in both hands [1]. Oliveer (2008) in her Master of
Aurts Thesis presented panel images for a man holding sceptre
in both hands from the Old and New Kingdoms, scene for
Pharaoh Ramses 1l and two Deities holding long sceptre in
their left hands, wooden statue of Wepawetemhet holding a
lond sceptre, statue of Akhenaten holding a flail sceptre and a
scene for Queen Tawosret holding two flail sceptres in both
hands [2]. Cooney (2011) in his Ph. D. Thesis presented a
scene in the stela of In-Amun-nif-nebu with two Deities
holding long sceptres , a scene from Ker stela with a figure
holding a long sceptre, a scene in Ne stela with two figures
one holding a flail sceptre and the other holding a long
sceptre, a scene in Rudgmun stela with a Deity holding a long
sceptre, a scene in Tofnakht stela with a Deity holding a long
sceptre, a scene in the stela of the Chief of the Ma with a
carved relief with a Deity folding a flail and long sceptres and
a relief in Serapeum stela with two Deities holding long
scepters  [3]. Hassaan (2016) in their paper about human
wooden statues in ancient Egypt during the Predynastic to the
13" Dynasty Periods presented a statue for Imhotep from the
3 Dynasty holding a long sceptre, a statue for Kaaper from
the 4" Dynasty holding a long sceptre, a statue of an offering
bearer from the First Intermediate Period holding a lond
sceptre and

a statue for King Senusret | from the 12" Dynasty holding
a long sceptre [4].

Hassaan (2017) in his study of non-stone, non-wooden
human statues industry in ancient Egypt presented a copper
statue for King Pepi | from the 6™ Dynasty holding a long
sceptre, gold statue for King Tutankhamun from the 18%
Dynasty holding a long sceptre, a silver statue of a Deity from
the 26™ Dynasty holding a medium sceptre [5]. Gholy and
Ibrahim (2017) in their study of scenes in private tombs of
Post-Amarna Period in Thebes and Memphis presented a
scene from tomb of Horemheb at Memphis showing a man

holding a long sceptre , a scene from Neferhotep tomb at
Thebes showing a Royal image holding a flail sceptre [6].
Novakova (2017in her paper about house hold of ancient
Egyptian dignitary presented a wall relief for Ptahshepses in
his chapel showing the owner holding a long sceptre [7].

Hassaan (2017) in his study of symbols industry in ancient
Egypt presented a Was sceptre from the Late Period and an
Osiris statue holding a Was sceptre from the 26" Dynasty [8].
Hassaan (2018) in his study about stelae industry during the
Early Dynastic to Middle Kingdom of ancient Egypt
presented a stela for Seneferseshempepy from the 6™ Dynasty
having a scene for the owner holding a long and short
sceptres using both hands, a scene from Maaty stela from the
First Intermediate Period showing Maaty holding a long
sceptre, a relief in Meny stela from the 9™ Dynasty showing
the owner holding a long sceptre, a scene in Ipepi stela from
the 11" Dynasty showing a Deity holding a long sceptre by
both hands, a scene in Amenemhat stela from the 12
Dynasty showing the owner holding a flail sceptre [9].

Hassaan (2018) in his study of of the stelae industry in
ancient Egypt during the Second Intermediate Period and
New Kingdom presented a stela for Pharaoh Amenemhat | of
the 18™ Dynasty with a colored scene showing the Pharaoh
holding a long sceptre and a Crook sceptre in both hands,
Amenemope stela from the 19" Dynasty with a colored scene
showing Pharaoh Amenhotep | of the 18" Dynasty holding a
compound Flail-Crook sceptre [10]. Hassaan (2018) in his
study of the stelae industry in ancient Egypt during the Third
Intermediate and Late Periods presented a wooden stela of
Lady Aafenmut from the 22" Dynasty with a colored scene
showing a Deity holding a flail sceptre in both hands, a
wooden stela of Lady Nekhhonsupakhered from the 215/22"
Dynasties with a colored scene showing a Deity holding a
Flail and a Crook sceptres in both hands, a wooden stela of
Saiah from the 23" Dynasty with a colored scene showing a
Deity holding a long sceptre, a stela of Pharaoh Necho Il
from 26" Dynasty showing a carved Deity holding a long
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sceptre and a granite stela with decree of Pharaoh Nectenabo
I from the 30™ Dynasty [11].

Belot (2018) in her Master of Letters about water
symbolism in the ancient Babylonia and Egyptian
cosmological cycles presented a colored relief from the
ceiling of Hathor's temple at Dendara for a number of Deities
holding long sceptres and two scenes from the Book of the
Amduat for some Deities, one of them holding a long sceptre
and another one holding a short sceptre [12]. Hassaan (2018)
in his study of married couples authorization in the ancient
Egyptian society presented a colored scene for Mayer
Sennefer from the 18™ Dynasty in his tomb holding a
Crook-sceptre and a short sceptre in both hands (one in the
right and another in the left), colored scene for Artisan
Sennedjem from the 19" Dynasty in his tomb showing
Sennedjem holding a Flail-sceptre, a colored relief for Uha
from the First Intermediate Period showing him holding a
long sceptre, a relief in Inhurnakht stela from the 10%
Dynasty showing the owner holding short and long sceptres
in both hands, a colored scene in Khety stela from the Middle
Kingdom holding a short and long sceptres, a relief in
Senjankhu stela from the 12" Dynasty showing the owner
holding short and long sceptres in both hands and a relief in
Djehutinefer from the 18" Dynasty showing the owner
holding a short sceptre [13].

Strong (2018) her Ph. D. Thesis presented a scene from the
tomb of Hori showing Hori holding a short sceptre, a banquet
scene from the tomb of Huya showing a man holding a short
sceptre , an offering scene for Pharaoh Seti | showing a Deity
holding a long Was-sceptre [14]. Wikipedia (2019) wrote an
article about Was-sceptre where they presented some
applications as how the ancient Egyptians used the
Was-sceptre. This covered applications from the Middle
Kingdom, 18™ Dynasty and 19" Dynasty [15]. Dunn (2019)
wrote an article about Was-sceptre. He outlined that
Was-sceptre was one of the highly recognizable symbols in
ancient Egypt. He presented the different types of the
Was-sceptre in 2D and 3D forms [16].

1. SCEPTER USE DURING THE OLD
KINGDOM

The OIld Kingdom comprised the ancient Egyptian
Dynasties from the 3™ to the 6" over a time span from 2686
to 2181 BC [17]. The use of various types of scepters
during the Old Kingdom is clarified through the following
examples:

- The first example is a panel relief for High Official
Hesire during the reign of King Djoser of the 3"
Dynasty (2686-2613 BC) in display in the Egyptian
museum at Cairo and shown in Fig.1 [18]. The relief
showed Hesire holding a Medium-Sekhem-Scepter
symbolizing power by his right hand and a Long
Staff-Scepter by his left hand.

- The second example is a wooden statue from the Old
Kingdom (2686-2181 BC) in display in the British
Museum at London and shown in Fig.2 [19]. The statue
depicts the owner holding a Long-Staff-Scepter by his
left hand.

& e, <

Fig.1 Panel relief from the  Fig.2 Statue from the
39 Dynasty [18]. Old Kingdom [19]

The third example is a wooden statue for Kaaper, a
Scribe and Priest during the 4"/5" Dynasties (2500 BC)
in display in the Egyptian Museum at Cairo and shown in
Fig.3 [20]. The designer showed the Scribe holding a
Long-Staff-Scepter in his left hand.

- The fourth example is a relief in the tomb of
Ptahshepses, Vizier during the reign of Niuserre , 6"
King of the 5" Dynasty (2445-2421 BC) shown in
Fig.4 [21]. The designer showed the Vizier holding
a Medium-Sekhem-Scepter in his right hand and a
Long-Staff-Scepter in his left hand.

s LB

Fig.3 Statue from 4"/  Fig.4 Tomb relief from
5% Dynasties [20]. 5% Dynasty [21]

- The fifth example is colored relief for Ptahhotep in
his mastaba at Saqqgara, Vizier during the reign of
Djedkare Isesi, the 8" King of the 5" Dynasty
(2414-2375 BC) shown in Fig.5 [22]. The designer
showed the Vizier holding a long Staff-scepter in his
right hand a short scepter in his left hand.

- The sixth example is a wooden statue of Metjetji,
Official from the 5M/6" Dynasties (2371-2288 BC)
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in display in the Brooklyn Museum at new York and
shown in Fig.6 [23]. The designer showed Metjetji
holding a long staff-scepter by his left hand.

Fig.5 Relief from the Fig.6 Statue from the
5t Dynasty [22]. 5t/6™ Dynasties [23]

The seventh example is colored relief in the tomb of
Mereruka at Saqgara, Vizier during the reign of
King Teti, the founder of the 6" Dynasty
(2345-2333 BC) shown in Fig.7 [24]. The designer
showed the Vizier holding a long staff-scepter in his
right hand and a short angle-scepter in his left hand.
The eighth example is a colored relief in a Saggara
tomb from the 6 Dynasty (2300 BC) shown in
Fig.8 [25]. The designer showed a man setting in a
River-boat and holding a medium staff-scepter by
his left hand.

Fig.7 Relief from the Fig.8 Relief from the
6™ Dynasty [24]. 6™ Dynasties [25]

The ninth example is a relief in the tomb of
Kagemni at Saqgara, Vizier of King Teti, the
founder of the 6™ Dynasty (2345-2333 BC) shown
in Fig.9 [26]. The designer showed the Vizier
holding a Long-Staff-Scepter in his right hand and a
Medium-Sekem-Scepter in his left hand.

Fig.9 Relief from the 6™ Dynasty [26].

I11. SCEPTER USE DURING THE
MIDDLE KINGDOM

The Middle Kingdom of ancient Egypt comprised the
11%, 12t and 14" Dynasties over a time period from
2050 to 1710 BC [27]. The use of scepters was continued
to be used in the ancient Egyptian society during the
Middle Kingdom as will be depicted by the following
examples:

- The first example is a colored scene in the stela of
Khey from the 11%/12" Dynasties (2124-1981 BC)
in display in the Metropolitan Museum of Art at
New York and shown in Fig.10 [28]. The designer
showed Khety holding a long staff-scepter in his left
hand and a medium staff-scepter in his right hand.

- The second example is a stela of the Gatekeeper
Maatice during the reign of Mentuhotep II, the 5%
King of the 11" Dynasty (2061-2010 BC) in display
in the Metropolitan Museum of Art at New York
and shown in Fig.11 [29]. The designer showed
Maatice holding a Flail-Scepter in his left hand.

e SCU S - e
Fig.10 Scene from the 11"/  Fig.11 Stela from the
12t Dynasties [28]. 11" Dynasty [29]

- The third example is a relief of a Deity in a Middle

Kingdom tomb (2050-1710 BC) in display in Petrie
Museum at London and shown in Fig.12 [30]. The
designer showed the Deity holding a long
Was-Scepter in its left hand.

- The fourth example is a stela of Amenemhat from

the 12" Dynasty (1938-1875 BC) in display in the
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Brooklyn Museum at New York and shown in
Fig.13 [31]. The designer showed Amenemhat
holding a Long-Staff-scepter in his right hand and a
Medium-Sekhem-Scepter in his left hand.

b - " .

Fig.12 Relief from the Fig.13 Stela from the

Middle Kingdom [30]. 12" Dynasty [31]
The fifth example is a wooden statue of Amenemhat
1, the 3" King of the 12" Dynasty (1929-1893 BC)
in display in the Metropolitan Museum of Art at
New York and shown in Fig.14 [32]. The designer
showed the King holding a long Hook-Scepter in his
left hand and a short one in his left hand.

Fig.14 Wooden statue from the 12" Dynasty [32]

V. SCEPTER USE DURING THE NEW
KINGDOM

The New Kingdom of ancient Egypt comprised the 18,
19" and 20" Dynasties over a time period from 1550 to

1069 BC [33]. As one of the great periods of the ancient
Egyptian history, the use of scepters was continued to be
used during the New Kingdom as will be depicted by the
following examples:

The first example is a colored scene in the stela of
Djehutinefer, Overseer and Scribe during the 18™
Dynasty (1552-1292 BC) in display in the Egyptian
Museum at Cairo and shown in Fig.15 [34]. The
designer  showed Dijehutinefer holding a
Sekhem-Scepter in his left hand.

The second example is a colored scene in the tomb
of Amenhotep, the Gatekeeper of Amun during the
18" Dynasty (1550-1292 BC) shown in Fig.16 [35].
The designer showed a Deity holding a long

Was-Scepter in his left hand and an Ankh-Scepter in
his right hand.

The third example is a colored scene in the stela of
Amenhotep | and his mother  Queen
Ahmose-Nefertari, 2" Pharaoh of the 18" Dynasty
(1524-1503 BC) in display in the Egyptian Museum
at Turin and shown in Fig.17 [36]. The designer
showed both the Pharaoh and his mother holding an
Ankh-Scepter in their right hands, the Queen is
holding a Flail-Scepter in her left hand and the
Pharaoh is holding a Crook-Scepter in his left hand.
The fourth example is a scene for Thutmose I, the 3™
Pharaoh of the 18" Dynasty (1543-1493 BC) in the
temple of Hatshepsut at Thebes shown in Fig.18
[37]. The scene depicts the Pharaoh holding a
Mace-Scepter and a Long-Scepter in his left hand.

Fig.15 Stela scene from  Fig.16 Tomb scene from
18" Dynasty [34].
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Fig.17 Stela scene from Fig.18 Temple scene from
18t Dynasty [36]. 18" Dynasty [37]

The fifth example is a scene in the tomb of
Thutmose 111, the 6™ Pharaoh of the 18" Dynasty
(1479-1425 BC) shown in Fig.19 [38]. The scene
depicts a Deity holding a long Was-Scepter in its left
hand and an Ankh-Scepter in its right hand.

The sixth example is a relief in the Red Chapel at
Karnak showing Hatshepsut, the 5 Pharaoh of the
18" Dynasty (1479-1458 BC) with Deity Seshat as
shown in Fig.20 [39]. The designer showed the
Pharaoh and Seshat holding a Long-Was Scepter by
her left hand for the Pharaoh and right hand for
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Seshat. They are holding a Medium-Ground-Marker
by their other hands.

The seventh example is a 2.16 m length faience
Was-Scepter for Amenhotep 11, the 71" Pharaoh of
the 18" Dynasty (1425-1398 BC) in display in the
Victoria and Albert Museum at London and shown
in Fig.21 [40].

The eighth example is a catering scene in the tomb
of Userhat, Royal Scribe during the reign of
Amenhotep 11, the 7" Pharaoh of the 18™ Dynasty
(1425-1398 BC) shown in Fig.22 [41]. The designer
showed two  catering  drivers  holding
Medium-Staff-Sceptres in their right hands.

x4

Fig.19 Tomb-scene from Fig.20 Temple relief from
18" Dynasty [38]. 18" Dynasty [39]
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Fig.21 Faience scepter from Fig.22 Catering scene

18" Dynasty [40]. from 18" Dynasty [41]

The ninth example is a colored offering scene in the
tomb of Userhat, from the 18" Dynasty (1425-1398
BC) shown in Fig.23 [42]. The scene depicts an
offering man using a Long-Staff-Scepter as a
carrying pole on his shoulders.

The tenth example is a colored scene in the tomb of
Sennefer, Mayer of Thebes during the reign of
Amenhotep 1l, 7" Pharaoh of the 18" Dynasty
(1425-1398 BC) shown in Fig.24 [43]. The designer
showed Sennefer holding a Long-Staff-Scepter by
his right hand and Short-Sekhem-Scepter by his left
hand while his wife is holding a
Short-Sekhem-Scepter in by her left hand.

Fig.23 Tomb-scene from Fig.24 Tomb scene from

18" Dynasty [42]. 18" Dynasty [43]
The eleventh example is a colored scene in the tomb
of Nebamun, Scribe and Grain Accountant during
the reign of Thutmose IV and Amenhotep I,
Pharaohs of the 18" Dynasty (1398-1350 BC)
shown in Fig.25 [44]. The scene depicts Nebamun
holding a Long-Staff-Sceptre in his right hand and
supervising a wine production process.

Fig..25 Tomb scene from 18" Dynasty [44].

The twelfth example is a colored scene in the tomb
of Nakht, Scribe and Astronomer of Amun during
the reign of Thutmose 1V, the 8t" Pharaoh of the 18%
Dynasty (1398-1388 BC) shown in Fig.26 [45]. The
scene depicts Nakht holding a Long Staff-Sceptre in
his right hand.

The thirteenth example is a grain harvesting scene in the

tomb of Menna, Overseer of the Fields of Amun
during the reign of Pharaoh Thutmose 1V of the 18"
Dynasty (1398-1388 BC) shown in Fig.27 [46]. The
scene depicts a harvesting overseer holding a Long
Staff-Sceptre in his both hand.

Fig.26 Colored scene from Fig.27 Colored scene
18" Dynasty [45]. from 18" Dynasty [46]

The fourteenth example is a colored scene in the
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tomb of Menna from the 18" Dynasty (1398-1388
BC) shown in Fig.28 [47]. The scene depicts Menna
holding a long Stick-Scepter in his left hand and a
Medium-Sekhem-Scepter in his right hand.

The fifteenth example is a surveying scene in the
tomb of Menna of the 18" Dynasty (1398-1388 BC)
shown in Fig.29 [48]. The scene depicts a surveying
overseer holding a Long Was-Scepter in his left
hand.

A
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Fig.28 Tomb scene from Fig.29 Tomb scene from
18" Dynasty [47]. 18™ Dynasty [48].

The sixteenth example is a statue of Akhenaten, the
10" Pharaoh of the 18" Dynasty (1351-1334 BC) in
display in the Egyptian Museum at Cairo and shown
in Fig.30 [49]. The designer showed the Pharach
holding a Flail-Scepter in his right hand and a
Crook-Scepter in his left hand.

The seventeenth example is a colored scene for
Tutankhamun, the 13" Pharaoh of the 18" Dynasty
(1332-1323 BC) in his tomb and shown in Fig.31
[50]. The scene depicts the Pharaoh holding a Long
—Staff-Scepter in  his right hand and a
Short-Ankh-Scepter in his left hand.

Fig.30 Statue from
18" Dynasty [49].

Fig.31 Tomb scene from
18" Dynasty [50].

The eighteenth example is a relief in the golden
shrine of Tutankhamun, the 13" Pharaoh of the 18"
Dynasty (1332-1319 BC) in display in the Egyptian
Museum at Cairo and shown in Fig.32 [51]. The

relief depicts the Pharaoh holding a Flail-Scepter in
his right hand.

The nineteenth example is a granite statue for
Pharaoh Tutankhamun of the 18" Dynasty
(1332-1323 BC) in display I the Egyptian Museum
at Cairo and shown in Fig.33 [52]. The statue
depicts the Pharaoh holding Flail and Crook
Scepters by his left hand and a composite long

Fig.32 Shrine relief from Fig.33 Statue from

18" Dynasty [51]. 18™ Dynasty [52]
The twentieth example is a gilded wooden statue for
Pharaoh Tutankhamun, of the 18" Dynasty
(1332-1319 BC) in display in the Egyptian Museum
at Cairo and shown in Fig.34 [53]. The statue
depicts the Pharaoh holding a Long-Staff-Scepter in
his left hand and a Medium-Mace-Scepter in his
right hand.

The twenty 1%t example is the innermost coffin of
Pharaoh Tutankhamun of the 18" Dynasty
(1332-1323 BC) in display in the Egyptian Museum
at Cairo and shown in Fig.35 [54]. The coffin
depicts the Pharaoh holding Flail-Scepter in his
right hand and a Crook-Scepter in his left hand.

Fig.34 Gilded wooden statue  Fig.35 Coffin from
from 18" Dynasty [53]. 18" Dynasty [54]
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The twenty 2" example is a catering relief from the
tomb of Horemheb at Saqqara, the last Pharaoh of
the 18™ Dynasty (1319-1292 BC) shown in Fig.36
[55]. The relief depicts a catering worker holding a
Long-Staff-Scepter in his left hand and a
Whip-Scepter.

TN
’ ’ \\f,/
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Fig.36 Tomb rellef from 18t Dynasty [55]

The twenty 3 example is a relief from the tomb of
Pharaoh Horemheb of the 18" Dynasty (1319-1292
BC) at Sagqgara shown in Fig.37 [56]. The relief
depicts the Pharaoh sitting and holding a Long
Staff-Scepter in his right hand.

The twenty 4™ example is a relief in a stela from the
19" Dynasty (1292-1186 BC) in display in Petrie
Museum at London and shown in Fig.38 [57]. The
relief depicts a Deity holding a Was-Scepter in its
right hand.

Fig.37 Tomb relief from
18" Dynasty [56].

Fig.38 Stela-relief from
19" Dynasty [57]

The twenty 5 example is a colored scene from the
tomb of Neferrenpet, Vizier and High Priest of Ptah
from Late reign of Pharaoh Ramses Il to the reign of
Pharaoh Seti Il of the 19" Dynasty (1210-1197 BC)
at Sagqara shown in Fig.39 [58]. The scene depicts
the Vizier holding a Medium-Sekhem-Scepter in his
right hand while his Wife is holding a
Long-Was-Scepter in her right hand.

The twenty 6™ example is a relief in tomb of lwrkhy,
Army General during the reign of Pharaoh Ramses

Il of the 19" Dynasty (1279-1213 BC) at Saqgara
shown in Fig.40 [59]. The relief depicts the General
holding a Staff-Scepter in his left hand.

The twenty 71 example is a scene for the Kings List
of Pharaoh Ramses Il of the 19" Dynasty
(1279-1213 BC) at Ramesseum shown in Fig.41
[60]. The scene depicts the Pharaoh Ramses Il
holding a Long-Sekhem-Scepter in his left hand a
Long-Staff-Scepter in his right hand.

The twenty eighth example is a statue for Pharaoh
Ramses Il of the 19" Dynasty (1279-1213 BC) in
display in the Egyptian Museum at Turin and shown
in Fig.42 [61]. The statue depicts the Pharaoh
holdlng a Crook Scepter in his right hand.

Fig.40 Tomb rellef from
19" Dynasty [59]

F|g 39 Tomb rellef from
19" Dynasty [58].

Fig.41 King scene from
19" Dynasty [60].

Fig.42 Statue from
19" Dynasty [61]

The twenty ninth example is a colored scene in the
tomb of Queen Nefertari, Great Royal Wife of
Pharaoh Ramses Il of the 19" Dynasty (died 1255
BC) shown in Fig.43 [62]. The scene depicts the
Queen holding a Sekhem-Scepter in her right hand.
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Fig.43 Scene from the 19" Dynasty [62].

The thirtieth example is a statue for Twosret, the 8™
Pharaoh of the 19" Dynasty (1191-1189 BC) shown
in Fig.44 [63]. The statue depicts the Queen holding
a Crook-Scepter in her right hand and a

Flail-Scepter in her left hand.

The thirty first example is a scene of bread industry in
the tomb of Ramses |11, the 2" Pharaoh of the 20™
Dynasty (1186-1155 BC) shown in Fig.45 [64]. The
scene depicts two workers holding a Long -Scepter
in their left hands to keep their balance while
working.

Fig.44 Pharaoh Statue from
19" Dynasty [63].

Fig.45 Scene from
20" Dynasty [64]

The thirty second example is a relief in the tomb of
Ramses 1X, the 8" Pharaoh of the 20" Dynasty
(1129-1111 BC) shown in Fig.46 [65]. The relief
depicts the Pharaoh holding a Long —Hook-Scepter
in his left hand.

/

Fig.46 Relief in a tomb from the 20" Dynasty [65].

The thirty third example is a scene in the tomb of
Ramses X, the 9" Pharaoh of the 20" Dynasty
(1111-1107 BC) shown in Fig.47 [66]. The relief
depicts a Deity holding a Long —Was-Scepter in its
right hand.

Fig.47 Scene In a tomb from the 20" Dynasty [66].

V. SCEPTER USE DURING THE LATE
PERIOD

The Late Period of the ancient Egyptian history comprised
the dynasties from 26 to 31 over a time period from 664 to
332 BC [67]. We have few examples depicting the use of
scepters by the ancient Egyptians during the Late Period:

The first example is a 1.05 m height gilded bronze
statue for Osiris produced during the 26™ Dynasty
(664-525 BC) in display in the Rijksmuseum at
Leiden and shown in Fig.48 [68]. The designer
showed the Deity holding a Flail-Scepter in its right
hand and a Crook-Scepter in its left hand.

The second example is a 160 mm height amulet of a
Was-Scepter from the Late Period (664-343 BC) in
display in the Museum of Fine Arts at Boston and
shown in Fig.49 [69]. The designer made his amulet
simulating a Was-Scepter made from faience.
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Fig.48 Pharaoh statue from
26" Dynasty [68].

Fig.49 Amulet from
Late Period [69]

- The third example is a relief in the decree stela of
Pharaoh Nectenabo I, the founder of the 30%
Dynasty (379-361 BC) in display in the Egyptian
Museum at Cairo and shown in Fig.50 [70]. The
designer showed the Pharaoh holding a Was-Scepter
once by his right hand and once by his left hand in

Fig.50 Royal Decree stela from 30" Dynasty [70].

VI. SCEPTRE STATISTICS

- The paper covered 85 applications of the use of
ancient Egyptians of scepters.

- Types: The used scepters covered in the paper had
the types: Was, Staff, Sekhem, Flail, Crook, Ankh,
Angle, Mace, Hook, Compound and Whip. Their
frequency of use was measured by their percentage
relative to total where the result is presented in
Fig.51:

(16.470 %)
Wa

1.176 %)
ip

510.588 %0)
nkh

ook
(8.235 %)

fail

(9.412 %)
Sta khem Mac ook
(34.117 %) (11.745 %)  (2.353 %) (2.353 %)

Fig.51 Statistics of scepters type.

Length: The ancient scepters used scepters with
length ranging between short and long. | classified
the used length as: Short, Medium and Long. The
frequent use of the three length classifications is
presented statistically in Fig.52.

Short (15.294 %)

Long
(37.647 %)

Mediu
(47.059 %)

Fig.52 Statistics of scepters length.

How to use ?: The ancient Egyptians used scepters
using their right hands, left hands, both hands or
(rarely) on shoulders. The frequency of this way of
use is measured by the statistics presented in Fig.53.

Shoulder(1.23 %) Bothhands (1.23 %)

ht hand
455 %)

Left ha
(51.948 %

Fig.53 Statistics of scepters use.

VII. CONCLUSION

The use of scepters in ancient Egypt during the Old,
Middle, New Kingdoms and the Late Period was
investigated.

Scepters were used by all classes of people in the
ancient Egyptian society especially by nobles and
Royal personality.

The ancient Egyptians used different types of
scepters. The paper focused on eleven scepter types:
Was, Staff, Sekhem, Flail, Crook, Ankh, Angle,
Mace, Hook, Compound and Whip.

The scepters used by them did not have a unique
length. The research work presented classified three
length ranges: short, medium and long.

They used scepter using their right hand, left hand,
both hands and on shoulder.

Staff-Scepters appeared during 3", 4%, 5™ and 6%
Dynasties of the Old Kingdom carved on wood
panels and accompanying wooden statues.
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Sekhem-Scepters appeared during the 3%, 61, 12™,
18" and 19" Dynasties of the Old, Middle and New
Kingdoms.
Angle-Scepters were used during the 6" Dynasty.
Long scepters were used during the 39, 4%, 51 6t
12 18t 19™ and 20" Dynasties.
Flail-Scepters were used during the 11%, 18", 19%
and 26™ Dynasties.
Medium scepters were used during the 11%, 12" and
18" Dynasties.
Was-Scepters were used during the Middle
Kingdom, 18", 19t 20" and 30" Dynasties.
Hook-Scepters were used during the 12t and 20%
Dynasties.
Ankh-Scepters were used during the 18", 20" and
30" Dynasties.
Crook-Scepters were used during the 18", 19" and
26" Dynasties.
Mace, Compound and Whip-Scepters were used
during the 18" Dynasty.

Fifty samples of different types of scepters were
presented in the paper.
34.12 % of them were of the Staff-Type, next came
the Was-Type (16.47 %), then the Sekhem-Type
(11.75 %), then the Ankh-Type (10.59 %), then the
Flail-Type (9.41 %), then the Crook-Type (8.24 %),
then the Angle, Mace and Hook-Types (2.35 %).
Then the Compound and Whip-Types (1.18 %).
The ancient Egyptians produced scepters with
length classified as Medium (47.06 %), Long (37.65
%) and Short (15.29 %).
They used scepters using their left hand (51.95 %),
right hand (45.46 %) and rarely using both hands
and on shoulders (1.23 %).
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